
 

Part 3 “The Bronze Altar” 

 

1. The Bronze Altar:  dimensions, bronze, and blood 

Altar in Hebrew is mizbeach from zebach meaning to slaughter an animal as in a sacrifice.  The first 

mention of the altar in the Bible is in connection with Noah’s disembarkation from the Ark after the flood in 

Genesis 8:20.  Bezaleel made the altar of the Tabernacle as seen in Exodus 38:22.   

Five speaks of grace.  Not only was Jesus pierced in five places, but he was wounded in five different 

ways.  1.Bruising (Is 52:14; 53:5,10; Matt 26:67) for our iniquity. 2. Incision (Mt 27:26) as the veil was 

ripped. 3. Penetration/piercing (Zech 12:10; Matt 27:29-30, Isaiah 53:5) for our transgressions. 4. Bursting 

as his heart burst within him for our inner healing (John 19:33-34). 5. Large lacerations on the back for 

our healing (Ps 129:3; 1Pet 2:24). 

 Acacia wood speaks of humanity 

 The bronze speaks of judgment 



 The four horns speak of power to bring salvation, healing, deliverance, and power of the Holy 

Spirit to the world (four is the number for earth).  Horns represent power/strength in the Bible. 

 The grate was 1.5 Cubits high as the table of showbread and mercy seat.  The blood is seen in 

the whole of the Tabernacle.   

 The altar was large 5 cubits in width in a perfect square and 3 cubits high.  Five is the number of 

grace and three is God’s number.  It is God’s grace to mankind. 

 

Numbers 21:5-9; Galatians 3:13 

 There were five bronze instruments for the bronze altar: pans (censers), shovels, basons 

(carrying blood into the Holy of Holies), fleshhooks, and firepans. 

 The altar of God had to be earth or stones without a chisel touching it.  The importance was the 

sacrifice not the altar.  Jesus died on a hill or earth and stone.  The emphasis was Christ not the 

hill.   

5 major offerings  Sacrifices that are acceptable 

Burnt offering 
References Lev. 1:1-17, 6:8-13, Eph 5:12, Heb 10:7, Rom 12:1-2 
Offering includes bullocks, goats, sheep, rams, lambs, young pigeons, turtle doves, all male only 
God’s part: all that was burned 
Priest’s part: skin 
Symbolism: Offerer consecrates his/her life to the Lord as a living sacrifice; the fully burning of this 
animal is us being fully consumed and crucified with Christ. 
 
Grain offering 
References Lev 7:1-16; 6:14-23; Heb 7:26; Heb 13:15 
Offering included fine flour, frankincense, oil, salt, green ears of grain  
God’s part: handful of frankincense, part of oil, all priest’s offering 
Priest’s part: all remainder 
Symbolism: Offerer gives his life for service for the Lord; the flour (works for the harvest), 
frankincense (worship), oil (anointing), salt (purity), green ears of corn (first fruits) all speak of the type 
of service we have. The service we offer is for the harvest, in worship (thankful attitude), led and 
anointed by the Holy Spirit, in purity (clean hands before God), and putting the Lord before our own 
needs. 
 
Fellowship offering 
References Lev 3:1-17; 7:11-34; Rom 5:1; Col 1:20 
Offering included male or female of herd or flock, bullocks, lambs, or goats 
God’s part: all the fat 
Priest’s part: heave shoulder (heave offering) and wave breast (wave offering) The offerer was given 
the rest 
Symbolism: Offerer in fellowship with the Lord. The heaving of the shoulder and waving the breast 
speak of our responsibility (calling, service) and our hearts (breast) for the Lord. In all our work for the 



Lord we must make time to stay intimate (with our hearts) with the Lord. Many fall into the trap of 
doing for the Lord and losing their fellowship with the Lord. Fellowship must come first before service. 
 
Sin offering 
References Lev 4:15,13; 6:24-30; 2 Cor 5:21 
Offering included male and female from the herd or flock, turtle doves, young pigeons, 1/10 th deal of 
fine flour (the reason for doves, pigeons, and flour was so that even the poorest of people could make 
this sacrifice). On the day of atonement the blood was applied even to the altar of incense (altar of 
worship) to enter the Holy of Holies (Lev 16).  God’s part: all the fat on altar and blood poured at 
bottom of altar 
Priest’s part: Blood applied to horns of outer court altar, bullock burned outside camp. 
Symbolism: Offerer is forgiven as a sinner. We can see the emphasis of blood in this offering as 
Christ shed his blood for the sin of the world. 
 
Guilt offering 
References Lev 5:1-36: 7; 7:1-10; Col 3:13-14; 1 Pet 2:24 
Offering included male and female from the herd or flock, turtle doves, young pigeons, 1/10 th deal of 
fine flour (the reason for doves, pigeons, and flour was so that even the poorest of people could make 
this sacrifice). Certain sins seem to bring guilt even if we are a Christian. For example, unforgiveness 
can cause someone’s sins to not be forgiven even if he/she is a Christian. Turning back to our old 
ways brings guilt and shame even as a Christian. This is what this offering represents. It represents 
the guilt that still comes on us as Christians being forgiven. 

 

 The heave offering (vertical) and wave offering (horizontal) make the sign of the cross 

 

 

 



The Seven Places Jesus Shed His Blood 
 
Sweat of Gethsemane Luke 22:44 (power of rebellion broken releasing will)  
Whipping Post Matt 27:26 (healing)  
Brow Matt 27:29 (poverty) and face (glory) 2 Cor 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”  
Hands (power and authority in hands) Mark 16:18  
Feet (authority and power taking land) Luke 10:19  
Side (bride, child, and washing) John 1:12  
Bruised Isaiah 53:5 sin, transgression, iniquity 
 
 
 
 

 

 


